For Immediate Release

 

A 360°GREEN REVOLUTION

 

New frontier in clean energy introduced 

 by Italian agro-business Monte Vibiano

Perugia, Italy (October 11, 2008) Today, Italian olive oil and wine producer Castello Monte Vibiano unveiled the world’s first electric vehicle charging station powered exclusively by clean, renewable energy.  The company also received official certification of its carbon emissions, marking the start of Monte Vibiano’s revolutionary drive to reach zero emissions in 2009.
 

The charging station, developed by Green Utility SpA and Cellstrom, is just one part of the company’s “360°Revolution,” a multi-layered initiative designed to transform the company into an environmentally-friendly and ecologically sustainable operation.  The center-piece of this initiative, the electric vehicle charging station, combines two pioneering technologies to produce clean electric energy.  The charging station has a state-of-the-art, multi-directional solar panel that rotates with the sun for maximum energy absorption.  Solar power is converted into electric energy and stored in a Vanadium Redox Flow Battery, a “green” technology with the lowest ecological impact of all energy storage systems.  Armed with “smart” technology, the battery is able to monitor its own systems to automatically shut-down cells not in use, conserving energy and preserving battery life.         
 

In order to reach zero emissions in 2009, Monte Vibiano is replacing various vehicles and machines with bio-diesel and electric power transport.  The company is a test site for bio-fuel research now being conducted by the Center for Biomass Research and tractor producer Same Deutz-Fahr.  Solar energy to power the winery and other buildings is being generated by 240 solar panels installed on the roof of a storage facility.  Four grain silos are covered with a white paint designed to reflect the sun’s rays back into the atmosphere, reducing global warming.  Research has shown that over the course of one year, 10 square meters covered in the paint has the same effect as preventing 1 ton of greenhouse gas from being released into the atmosphere.  Hot water for wine production will be provided by a special boiler powered by chipped wood, a recycled, renewable energy source.  
 

Monte Vibiano understands there is no one solution to the problem of global warming and environmental degradation.  Through visionary leadership, Monte Vibiano is addressing a range of activities that pollute the planet and is providing a real-life example it hopes others will soon follow.       
 

It’s a small company setting a BIG example.

 

###

 

For more information about Monte Vibiano’s initiative visit www.360green.it or contact:  Eva Martin at eva.martin@montevibiano.it or call +39-075-87-83-011

 

